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Suffocation by fins.

Recent cases which have been re
ported of persons who have boon fatally
injured by inhaling illuminating gas in
their sleeping apartments have revived
a question which some time ago excited
considerable discussion, but which has
been supposed by many to be sottled.
It is simply whether the excoss of car- -
linnif virirln nrntoiilffl in iva.hni "WUItlW )VlUW VU"lll'tl 1IUVI fffts
so called, over that cntaiued in ordi-
nary gas made from bituminous
coal is of importance as a factor of
danger in the cases alluded to. In other
word3, while it is assorted on the one
hand that eirher kind is poUonou?, it is
claimed on the other ream citation is far
more difficult and doubtful if the gas
inhaled is made of steam, naphtha and
anthracite coal than it Is if it is the old-fashion- ed

coal ga.
Another qvtetion of interest lately agi-

tated is how neople manage to iave,gas
turned on in their room without know-
ing it. .Formerly t was iha ..in such' case
the victim liadfbloyv iiou,t ,the light before
going to sleftp, and Lbe i))irase 'loW
out the gas, "became thy found" atiovn,Qn
which cheap wits were won't to con-
struct ghastly ftttftnipts vat hifmoiv
iviiioh passed cnrrejic foiijuko.-- . Tihere
are, however, cortnin reaans for .sup-
posing that people do not often drlow-ou- t

the light-an- then lie down and
suffocate in the gas. 'J u the first pin ce.
it requires a toler:y.ly strong muscular'
ettort to blow out a gaslight; if the g is
is turned on to make an 'ordinary 1'ghfc,
and any ordinary person jwho should
andertake to Viioue the gliin" in t!hat
way would be apt to bdfeconraged be-
fore acpomplisning the feat "an& ,'tcy
spjme o'thpr vvay. In the next phice, f

tjheligli'fc were ijudcefuil bloyvn out
the ie wio liajl dohe.it would ob
,tkqiy"to ijpjivii 'tot souieting was
yvmngnjeasjieenu to,sIjt5p imjneli-iitel- y,

ana.u'ndQivorclinjiry chtjnpjstanqes
mpl(l ciist about to discover what the
matter was!

Thesp tfWQ questions, botii interesting
and of .importance o almost everybody,
have fyeen cal(ed,nptliAfQt thjaqsr-ei'a- l

deatjlis havp.pcmirftd ivhin.aVhQi't
tinieirq.m,the pu;6.clsprbqd. .In all

ibhe cases it .is hardly tp he supposed
that .the gaslight .was blown out 'by the
unfortunate persons who died, and.it
becomes 'interesting to know what the
probable cause ot the accidents was.

The reporter talked with two veteran
hotel managers, each of wliombean by
declaring that nothing of the kind ever
happened in "his house. Both had the
,same theory of to cause of the trouble,
however, which can therefore be told in
the language of one. He said : "E don't
think people blow out the gaslight. It
is more likely that they turn it off, and
then, to make sure that the gas is really
.and entirely shut off, they fumble with
the fixture and turn the' thumb piece
half way around ngarn, so t'lat. they
turn it on ajter.they have turned it off.
Of course.thev do not see the light again,
and being satisiied from that t'act that
the gas is really turned off they go to
hed, Xhen, f they are very tired or
very good slqepers, they drop off hefore
they notice the troublp. U they lie
awake long enough .they find out what
the matter is and remedy it."

' 'Bit," asked, the reporter, "is it not
the 'fact that in hotels the pressure of
gas is commonly reduced abont mid-rnjgh- tP

And is 1t not possible that the
ffasmighfc'be partly' turned off by the
'occupant of tlTo room and tinea, 4-h- o

:tu$sm:e .teing UQ.mt qt at

urc is commonly reduced1 at eleven or
twelve o'clock, it is true, but unless--
light was turned very low indeed it
would not be put out by such a reduc-
tion, and if it was turned very low there
wouldn't be onough gas escaping aftor
the pressure was increase again -- to
prove fatal, or even serious, unless the
room was a very close one and the man
slept.very long: No! the probability is
that the persons who die in this way
either do not know how to turn the gas
off and on or ctee they turn it on acci-
dentally after turning it off."

In respect to the comparative danger
from the two different kinds of gas it
could not be learned that this is regard-
ed as a very serious question. As one
physician put it, "It doesn't make much
difference to you whether you fall into
ten feet of water or fifteen. If you can't
swim you will-b- o pretty likely to bo
drowned ,in either." JV. Y. Herald.

--o--

Thwarted.

Barbarians know nothing of that art
which a recent health article unwisely
advised young men to practice as an in-

vigorating exercise. We mean the art
5f boxing. 2o doubt it developes mns

cle and health, and without he leagt
doubt it dovolope3 also a certain "bunm-tiqusness- "

that is decidedly objectiona-
ble. However, an Englishman ' who
made Ihe pilgrimages to --"Mecca and
.Medina once saved his life by Ms vigor-
ous musolea tthat had beep trained to
thjs .exercise. JJe was disguised as .a

servant to Jilohammedan, a rich JEast
Indian, vhoe devotion led liini to seek
Imppines at the city and the tomb of the
prophet.

Qu.ejnight, .while the caravan ,)vas in
qapip, .tfjo' JitagiUhman, finding it ii-possible-

.to

sledp, sqt out for a stroll .'and
'smoke. With a "God-bi- d ybir!" to the
nearest sOntry, he went off- - some 'thirty
yards.and aat dawn.

TJe had noticed tvo Beuawi foliowgd
him.quoLthe camp;.b,ut,as they fliap-peare- d'

in the (farkne?s he gave them
no more thought. After smoking for
some time, lie heard a gentle scratching
sound on Aho ground ulqsft beside hiiu.
Throwing aiv.iy he ejgavette's end, he
glapood overhis shquldfjr.

jrimre, close .beside him, o.u his knqps,
one hand ori le "sand and the other
in the act of lifting a broad-bladet- i,

curved knife, crouched the form of an
old, gray-bearde- d Bpda.win. In another
second the knife would have been driven
info the Knglishman's back.

"I ,have no recollection," says the
disguised traveler, 4pf the.process, but
I at once found myself standing up fac-

ing the --Bqdawin. 'He also had sprung
to his feet and was at short arms' reach
from me with knife still uplifted.

"The string of my trousprs had brok-
en, and I was obliged to hold thqm up
with my left hand. know if I closell
with my man I should have ,thejm down
round my feet, and should be at a dis-

advantage.
"I doubled my right fist as hard s (I

could squeeze it, then gave a quick,
sharp blow that lauded my man on .his
back. The knife flqw out of his hand
into the s,and.

,SJust as lie Cell I saw another Beda-wi- n,

abqiit'five yards 'behind him, get
up from the sand where he nad been
lying and rush ,off i&to&he darkness.

mnptfseuawm W .MP'tt?. VH- - HiMi1'

Dracgang Jiitn to his feet. I called odt to

'irid tnWfowVmwaiaS iyMtM ktani?my
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